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excellencies has always struck me with peculiar admi-
ration; I mean the perspicuity with which he has
expressed abstract scientifick notions. As an instance of
this, I shall quote the following sentence: When the
radical idea branches out into parallel ramifications,
how can a consecutive series be formed of senses in their
own nature collateral ?' We have here an example of
what has been often said, and I believe with justice, that
there is for every thought a certain nice adaptation of
words which none other could equal, and which, when
a man has been so fortunate as to hit, he has attained,
in that particular case, the perfection of language.
The extensive reading which was absolutely neces-
sary for the accumulation of authorities, and which
alone may account for Johnson's retentive mind being
enriched with a very large and various store of knowledge
and imagery, must have occupied several years. The
Preface furnishes an eminent instance of a double
talent, of which Johnson was fully conscious. Sir
Joshua Reynolds heard him say, 'There are two things
which I am confident I can do very well; one is an
introduction to any literary work, stating what it is
to contain, and how it should be executed in the most
perfect manner; the other is a conclusion, shewing
from various causes why the execution has not been
equal to what the author promised to himself and to the
publick/
How should puny scribblers be abashed and dis-
appointed, when they find him displaying a perfect
theory of lexicographical excellence, yet at the same
time candidly and modestly allowing that he 'had not
satisfied his own expectations.' Here was a fair occa-
sion for the exercise of Johnson's modesty, when he